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twice in prayer. A man of a less devout, but a more
superstitious, trend of mind contents himself with consult-
ing the tagkvim* or the estakhhareh* muttering to him-
self, ere he dons the garment, " In the name of God the
Merciful and Clement!" His friends on seeing the new
apparel cry out, " May it be auspicious !" The rewards of
a man who says his prayers before putting on a new suit
of clothes will be in proportion to the number of threads
in the cloth. Hence it has come to be a practice to pre-
serve the material from the blight of the Evil Eye by be-
sprinkling it with pure water over which a prescribed
passage of the Kurdn has been read.

It is unlucky for a Muslim to sit down before taking off
his shoes. When drawing them on it is equally unlucky
for him to stand up. The custom, in the first instance, is
to rise, doffing first the left shoe and then the right one.
The procedure must be reversed in every particular when
putting them on. The universal belief in omens is tradi-
tional, and extends, among other things, to precious stones.
By far the luckiest of these is the flesh-coloured cornelian,
which is a great favourite with the men. It owes its
popularity to the fact that the Prophet himself is said to
have worn a cornelian ring set in silver on the little finger
of his right hand. It grew still more in favour at a later
period, because Jafar, the famous Imdm, declared that the
desires of every man who wore it would be gratified.
And thenceforward its property tp bless has been regarded
as axiomatic by the superstitious to whom I am referring.

The Shiahs have the name of one of the twelve Imdrns
engraved on the stone; others make use of it as a seal
bearing their own names. Hardly less lucky are the
turquoise and the ruby, which are believed to have the

* For fuller particulars of the taglwim and the estakhhareh, see
page 289 " Healing by Faith."